
Message:  “Raising the Volume on Truth” – 6-21-26 

Scripture:  Matthew 10:24-39 
24“A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the master; 25it is enough for the disciple to be like 

the teacher, and the slave like the master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how 

much more will they malign those of his household! 26“So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up 

that will not be uncovered, and nothing secret that will not become known. 27What I say to you in the dark, 

tell in the light; and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. 28Do not fear those who kill the 

body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 29Are not two 

sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. 30And even 

the hairs of your head are all counted. 31So do not be afraid; you are of more value than many 

sparrows. 32“Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge before my 

Father in heaven; 33but whoever denies me before others, I also will deny before my Father in heaven. 34“Do 

not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring peace, but a sword. 35For I 

have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law 

against her mother-in-law; 36and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household. 37Whoever loves father 

or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not 

worthy of me; 38and whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 39Those who 

find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 

 

I told a lie the other day.  We were watching our granddaughter Alva playing 

soccer – this is her first year playing a team sport on a team of kindergarten-aged 

children, none of whom she knew.  If you’ve ever watched a group of kindergarten 

children trying to learn and play the game of soccer you know what the word 

“awkward” looks like in real time.  Every time one team got the ball you’d see feet 

flying in the air after trying but failing to connect with the ball; every now and 

then a child would get a bit disoriented and start kicking the ball toward their own 

team’s goal; collisions were frequent but thankfully not very injurious due to the 

relatively low top speed of children that age; tears occurred every now and then 

more for wounds to the ego than any physical harm. 

Well, we were at the last game of the season; that’s when I lied.  To make it 

even worse, I lied to my granddaughter, straight up without reservation.  I lied 

after I watched her do her best to avoid the ball every chance she could (she’s 

very shy).  I lied after she was given a penalty kick -- you know, where they put 

the ball down and give the player plenty of room and time to make a solid kick 

without any interference – and she proceeded to entirely miss the ball, not once 

but twice.  I lied after all of these misadventures, I’m ashamed to say – and what 

was this horrible, awful, terrible grandpa-sized lie?  After the game was over, 

where my granddaughter’s team lost by a score of 584 to zero, I turned to her 

and said to her, “You’re a great soccer player!” 

Now, my question to you is, am I going to hell? 



Our scripture lesson today has as its subject matter the importance of 

truth in the lives of those who follow Jesus – that they cling to the truth revealed 

by Jesus, that they live according to the truth revealed by Jesus, that they speak 

and act against anything that betrays the truth revealed by Jesus.  This is God’s 

truth we’re talking about here, which is somewhat different from what a lot of 

people mean when they speak of truth.  Truth, in general, is that which is 

considered real, honest, solid, and testable.  God’s truth is all of that, but not only 

that; God’s truth is much more than basic facts and verifiable experiences, for it 

adds qualitative traits to what is real, honest, solid, and testable.  In other words, 

God’s truth embraces what is real, but adds valuation to that reality.  God’s truth 

embraces the what of existence, adding answers to the why of existence.   

This is precisely where the human species struggles so greatly these days.  

We are bombarded by  messages and information that are packaged as truth but 

embody motivations of a much more dubious nature and wind up convincing many 

that falsehoods are in fact true.  Doublespeak is standard, false statements more 

common than true, misrepresentation has become a predictable pattern, and media 

has grown largely silent on matters of great concern.   Such falsehoods saturate 

our world these days – and all one has to do to see multiple examples is turn on the 

daily news.  So many lies, so many falsehoods, it’s enough to make one’s head and 

heart spin. 

The counsel of Jesus is desperately needed in today’s world.  Jesus says we 

are to speak the truth of God into the darkness of humanity which at present is 

at an extreme; Jesus speaks of the preciousness of all life that many are 

attempting to deny today through racism, nationalism, and a horrifically narrowed 

version of the faith we claim as our own.  Jesus not only speaks these cautions, 

but advocates us to do the same – to speak into the falsehoods and untruths the 

word and will of God, to refuse to be silent when God is misrepresented, to speak 

up and act out in resistance when others stand by passively or actively engage in 

the distortion of God’s love.   This is an essential part of any true faith – it insists 

on God’s truth over any other, for ourselves and our world. 

If I am honest with you this morning, this is where I would like to end the 

sermon today; and I would have done so by having our scripture reading for this 

service shortened by five verses.  Now, wouldn’t you like a shorter sermon today?  

One that ends with the challenge to stand for our faith, to be determined to 

follow Jesus in all the ways we can?  That’s hard enough, and perhaps enough of a 

sermon’s focus for one Sunday.  But Jesus doesn’t let me or us off the hook that 



easily; he goes on in those last five verses to say some of the most challenging 

things regarding where he will lead us if we follow him, what God’s love can lead to 

if we practice it ourselves.  Those last five verses should cause any of us to 

squirm, for he describes the cost that sometimes comes from standing for the 

truth.  He says, “ 
34“Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring 

peace, but a sword. 35For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter 

against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; 36and one’s foes will 

be members of one’s own household. 37Whoever loves father or mother more than me is 

not worthy of me; and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of 

me; 38and whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 39Those 

who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.” 

This is where faith discovers if it is real or not; this is where the truth of 

God is either the truth we structure our lives around or a convenient idea we 

easily cast aside when more appealing alternatives are presented.   This is what is 

happening with many who say they are Christians but betray the ideals and 

principles of God’s truth and love – and it is where we can see if a person claiming 

to be a Christian is a follower of the Son of God or the follower of a religious 

institution shaped primarily by human desire.  The distinction is very important if 

we are to retain the truth Jesus came to the world to share; the distinction is 

essential to make sure we are following Jesus rather than ourselves. 

But how do we speak God’s truth into the darkness of a resistant world?  

How do we face the fears of rejection and ridicule and disagreement that 

threatens divisions of family and friends, and possibly the creation of enemies 

who are determined to draw up sides and fight it out?  Where do we find the 

courage to continue speaking out against harmful legislation, to come alongside 

those excluded by society, to intervene when someone is promoting environmental 

harm?  How do we gain the level of inner security to challenge the truth deniers, 

to call out lies for the damage they promote, to counteract the damaging rhetoric 

that vilifies differences and dehumanizes others? 

Liddy Barlow is executive minister of Christian Associates of Southwest 

Pennsylvania.  I like her answer to such questions, an answer very consistent with 

Jesus’s take on things.  She says, 

“When we feel secure in God’s deep attention, knowledge, and care for us—in 

other words, when we know that God loves us—then we are able to go forth 

without fear into a dangerous world. Then we can declare out loud the 

lessons we’ve heard whispered in darkened rooms. Then we can stop being 



afraid of those who wish us harm. When we are assured that our Creator 

loves us, we can remain steadfast even when our human families turn against 

us. We can be faithful even when our very lives are at risk. We can pick up 

our crosses, no matter the cost.” 

I think what she is saying is that courage is not the absence of fear; it is 

the overwhelming of fear by love.  And isn’t that how love works, when it is real, 

and unconditional, and continual?  And isn’t that the gift God offers us through 

Jesus? 

We must always keep in sight the higher truth Jesus is always trying to get 

across to us all, and it’s a truth that hits very close to home, the truth about 

ourselves as God sees us, as God made us, as God loves us – that we matter 

regardless of the measurements of the world, that we have value not dependent 

upon the things of man, and that as we see each other from this ground of being 

the world begins to move in the direction of its positive potential.  This is the 

additional truth God places upon all the facts and evidence and physical reality and 

experiences we have as human beings – the truth that in the midst of all that is, 

we are given an understanding of the value of all that is, and especially our value in 

the midst of all that is.   

So, actually, I did not lie when I told my granddaughter that she was a great 

soccer player; I told the truth.  My granddaughter is a great soccer player -- in 

my eyes.  She ran and jumped and generally did those things in the right direction; 

she worked fairly well with her teammates; she listened to her coach, wore her 

soccer jersey right side out, sat respectfully on the sidelines when she wasn’t in 

the game, and never called anyone a disparaging name.  But none of those things 

made her the great soccer player I saw; what made her great was how I see her in 

my eyes and in my heart, colored with a grandfather’s love, excited for her life to 

be filled with the abundance God has instilled in creation.  She was a great soccer 

player to me; and to me, and just possibly to her, that’s what matters most.  

Maybe that’s the secret of life that Jesus came to reveal to the world – 

that it is how God sees us that matters.  And once we truly understand how God 

sees us, it becomes impossible to see others apart from that love – which invites 

us to love in the same way.  Love, after all, is something meant to live and grow 

amongst all people – and we as followers of Jesus are meant to play a part in its 

spreading. 

 

 


