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Volunteers needed to serve communion. 

If you’d like to participate, please sign up,                                                   
or contact Marilyn: qlttme@msn.com. The sign-up sheet is in 
the Narthex. (Main Street Entrance)   Thank you.                                                        

Christmas Shoebox Ministry                                                     
Bring your shoebox to the church office by December 1st.                                                                 

Christmas Shoebox Ministry for the Blackfeet United Methodist Parish. 

Please pick the age and gender of the person and make a 
shoebox full of goodies for them. Gloves, hats, socks, personal 
hygiene items, art or school supplies and toys, are some gift 
suggestions. Wrap the shoebox and put a label on it with the 
age and gender of the recipient. This year there is also a need 
for diapers, they don’t need to be gift wrapped. We will be   
delivering them to Browning on December 4th.                       
*Boys and Girls: 0-3, 4-7, 8-12, and 13-17. 

NOTE: BUMP is now a conference-wide ministry, it is hoped to 
receive enough shoeboxes to give one to every middle school 
child. Boxes labeled for that age group will be appreciated. 

Foundation Dollars at Work in our Church and Community 
One of FUMC's Foundation objectives for Spending and           
Investing is: Charitable giving, making organizations          
with a Methodist connection a priority. 
At the November 17th Foundation meeting board members 
awarded monetary gifts for 2025 to the following                     
organizations: 
$2,000 - Poverello Center (POV); 
$1,750 - Missoula Interfaith Collaborative (MIC); 
$2,000 - Tzedakah Pocket Ministry; 
$1,250 - Hope Rescue Mission (549-HOPE); 
$2,000 - JuBELLation Bell Choir; 
$1,000 - Wesley House; 
$1,000 - Flathead Lake Camp (FLUMC);  
$   250 - Blackfeet Parish 
Total Awarded = $11,250 

Join us for Lectionary Bible Study, 

Wednesday, from 10 a.m. until noon, 

in the Library.  

CHRISTMAS PARTY! Yes, United Women in Faith will hold 
their annual Christmas Party on Thursday, Dec 4, 1:30 p.m.  
in the KDM library with Pastor John giving the program.     
Please join in the fun by bringing a white elephant gift to   
exchange. The executive team will be your hosts. Call Tish at 
406-370-6572 for more details. 

LOOKING AHEAD: UWFaith will hold their annual holiday 

bake sale on Dec 14th.    

https://www.facebook.com/fumcmissoula
https://www.instagram.com/missoula1stumc/
http://www.missoulafumc.org
mailto:fumcmissoula@gmail.com


GREEN NOTES: GIVE UP AMAZON FOR ADVENT! 

First United Methodist’s Green Team encourages our congregation and friends to join a nationwide, interdenominational campaign to boycott 
Amazon this Advent. You can find out more about this effort on the Green Team bulletin board just outside our sanctuary. 
As people of faith, the season of Advent is meant for reflection, generosity, and hope. Yet, a season dedicated to turning towards our families  
and communities, practicing gratitude, and demonstrating our love of neighbor through generosity has become synonymous with endless         
consumption and corporate profit. Every year, companies like Amazon urge us to measure our love in packages and our joy in same-day deliveries. 
This year, we’re saying no. 

This holiday season arrives at a moment of deep moral and spiritual reckoning. Our democracy is under threat, civil rights protections are being 
rolled back, our immigrant and refugee siblings are being targeted, and communities across the country are aching under the weight of almost a 
year of the Trump administration’s cruel policies. 

We call on congregations, faith leaders, and community organizations to reclaim the true spirit of this season 
by choosing to give differently, by choosing to be mindful in our giving and standing with the vulnerable        
rather than enriching the powerful. 

Many of us already take issue with large corporations like Amazon for their exploitation of workers,                
environmental harms, and the damaging effects they have on small businesses. The close relationship between 
Donald Trump and Jeff Bezos is indicative of an alarming trend of the ultra-wealthy gaining access to political 
power at the highest levels, solidified through exchanges like Amazon’s $1 million donation to Trump’s 2025 
inauguration. Amazon has stood complicit in the current administration's attack on democratic norms and    
human dignity by continuing to profit from government contracts and surveillance technologies that enable 
these injustices. 

So, during this season of giving, we are stepping away from Amazon to step closer to one another. 

Instead of enriching the world’s wealthiest, we choose to strengthen the places and people that make our communities whole. We choose local 
businesses struggling to survive, nonprofits caring for the vulnerable, and neighbors in need of compassion. We choose to pass down memories  
to our new generations through the gifting of heirlooms and other items that hold special importance to us and our families. We practice being     
intentional by spending less on things and more on purpose. 

By choosing simplicity and restraint, we can reclaim the true spirit of Advent, making room in our lives and budgets for what truly matters. The 
savings from fewer or smaller gifts can be redirected to support charities, congregations, and nonprofits doing vital work to feed the hungry,   
shelter the unhoused, defend democracy, and care for our planet. In giving this way, we express not only generosity, but solidarity. 

Let’s make Advent not a time of consumption, but of community, hope, and renewal. 

Together, we can embody our faith's call to love our neighbor and choose to invest in people, not corporations. Our gifts can build justice,         
nurture connection, and bring light to those around us.  

Are you ready to reclaim this season of giving?  

https://www.vanityfair.com/news/story/jeff-bezos-relationship-with-donald-trump
https://www.cnn.com/2024/12/12/tech/amazon-plans-to-donate-usd1-million-to-president-elect-donald-trumps-inauguration/index.html
https://www.technologyreview.com/2018/10/22/139639/amazon-is-the-invisible-backbone-behind-ices-immigration-crackdown/


January First UMC food drive 

First UMC does a food drive in January to support the                
Missoula Food Bank. We are currently in the planning stages 
for that but have been presented with an opportunity to help 
our community during the current SNAP crisis. Steve Egli 
passed along the following communication from Bethany 
Sorenson, operations manager with the Community Choir 
whose members use our church facility for practice.  

Bethany said: “Unrelated to rehearsals and payments, it was 
brought to my attention that some of the families involved in 
our choirs need food due to the loss of SNAP benefits. I put 
out a call for food donations amongst our members and now 
we have started a small food drive to help anyone who may 
need it this holiday season. We are going to put out a call for    
donations during our concert at the end of the month. I was 
wondering if there may be a possibility of working together 
with the church to get this food to those in need and store it? 
I am currently storing it in my vehicle, transporting it back 
and forth from rehearsals, and bringing bags to those who 
reach out.” 

In support of Bethany’s effort, we are providing space in our 
church for her to store donations, and we’ve provided the       
opportunity for our congregation to support her effort if they 
choose to. The rolling cart is placed in front of our church 
office in its usual spot to retain any food items you wish to    
donate to members of the Community Choir who are in 
need.  After Bethany concludes her effort, any remaining 
items will become part of our January Food Bank Drive.  

Please help if you are able. 

Tzedakah Pocket Offers Hope 

These are certainly challenging times and it’s hard to see an end in 
sight. Your donations make a difference in people’s lives, especially 
now, and help them keep going despite their individual challenges.  
This month we were blessed with a very generous donation which 
will allow us to help additional people overcome their challenges. 
Although we don’t have any details associated with this donation so 
we can’t direct individual thanks, we are filled with gratitude for it as 
we are for all the others we have received. May God bless you all for 
caring and sharing. 
A summary of assistance provided by our church’s Tzedakah Pocket 
ministry for the month of November and Year to Date 2025 are 
shown below. We help whenever we can with as much as we can. 
Please continue to donate whenever you are able. We can make a 
difference for those who come to us for assistance.  



What’s Happening at Sunday School? 

On December 7th, during Sunday Service, the nursery and 
Sunday school children are excited to present their annual 
Christmas play.  

Thank you for your generous donation of craft supplies, 
we no longer need tribeads or sequins. Thank you for 
Goldfish and Animal crackers. Currently, we are in need of        
individually wrapped Fruit Snacks. Thank you so much for 
your continued support of our Sunday School. 

Altar Flower Fund 
For those of you who would like to contribute altar flowers in 
memory of a friend or relative, a donation to the “Altar Flower 
Fund” would be very appreciated.  
Arts & Environment would like to use fresh flowers on the   altar 
throughout the year. Each donation will be noted in the Christ-
mas Eve announcements.                                                           
Thank you for your generosity. 
Checks may be made out to: FUMC, “Altar Flower Fund”.                                                                              
Please designate: “In honor of” and/or “In memory of “          
“Given by” and phone number.  

Three Years! 

It's been three years since 1st Methodist 

started making Sack Lunches for the 

POV.  Thanks to one and all who made it 

possible!  Sign ups for the New Year are 

available now!   

Contact madamecarlson@gmail.com if you 

are interested. (Lorraine Carlson) 

mailto:madamecarlson@gmail.com


A big thank you for all of the crew who showed up to help with the hanging of the greens. Many hands make light work 

and we are grateful for the many hands working together last Sunday.  Thank you to the Craft group for making new wreaths 

for the pews.  

From Marilyn O: “A big Thank You to all who stayed to help put up Christmas on Sunday. It looks wonderful and our fastest 

decorating ever! Cathy K, thanks for bringing sandwiches & cookies for all of us and also to Kathy S & the craft ladies who 

made our new pew hangars.  It is much appreciated!  



The Annual John Floridis Benefit Concert! 

Mark your calendar for this fun Advent event:                          
Sunday, December 21st at 4:00pm. 

With his incomparable guitar work, singer-songwriter, John   
Floridis' concerts are always extraordinary and wondrous.    
John returns to our sanctuary during his Winter Concert 
Tour to benefit the on-going critical work of Missoula         

Interfaith Collaborative (MIC). MIC works to address          
necessary systemic change through their participation in 
broad-based community organizing work. Through their  
service programs: Family Promise, Housing Advocate      
Network, and Missoula Works, MIC strives to meet the 
needs of the community. 

The concert is FREE!                                                                        

(All donations collected at the door will go to MIC.) 



Prayer List for November 30, 2025 
 Successful wrist surgery for Rocky’s friend Patii N, 

and a quick and thorough recovery. 

 Thanksgiving for all the prayers for traveling   

mercies for Fred R & Roxanne R and gratitude for 

their safe return. 

 Joy for Tish’s granddaughter’s birthday today and 

Ruth D’s 77th birthday the 23rd. 

 Joy from Tom S. for Will, a new friend, a quick and complete recov-

ery for a little girl he met at the golf course who had to visit the 

emergency room, and successful surgery and quick recovery for his 

wife Deb from her upcoming surgery on December 7th. 

 Thanksgiving that our congregation and friends continue to support 

our Afghan family and that a door will open to get them out of Af-

ghanistan. 

 Joy that the Afghan Refuge of Hope committee were able to talk 

with Farah’s mom and sisters via ZOOM this last Friday. 

 That the MRI scheduled for Kay and Ira’s baby grandson Mathias 

will give his doctors the information they need to determine what 

treatment is needed for his enlarged head. 

 Prayers for comfort for Jackie Krahn who is in the hospital on     

Hospice.  Jackie always considered FUMC her home church.  Prayers 

of peace for her family.    

 Healing for Pat K, mother of Cindy E, who has pneumonia and a 

blockage in her intestinal tract. 

 

 

 
 

Lord in your Mercy...Hear our Prayers... 

 Please send your prayer requests in! E-mail Kathie Snodgrass at kathiewearsgreen@yahoo.com 
with your prayer requests.  You can also email or call the office at 549-6118. 

mailto:kathiewearsgreen@yahoo.com

