
• November 5 
23rd Sunday after Pentecost 

Joshua 3:7-17 
Psalm 107:1-7, 33-37 

1 Thessalonians 2:9-13 
Matthew 23:1-12 

 
 

• November 12 
24th Sunday after Pentecost 

Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25 
Psalm 78:1-7 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
Matthew 25:1-13 

 
 

• November 19 
25th Sunday after Pentecost 

Judges 4:1-7 
Psalm 123 or Psalm 76 
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 

Matthew 25:14-30 
 
 

• November 26 
Christ the King / Reign of Christ 

Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 
Psalm 100 

Ephesians 1:15-23 
Matthew 25:31-46 

 
 

 

MISSOULA FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

WELCOMES ALL PEOPLE OF ANY AGE,  GENDER,  COLOR,  ETHNICITY,  SEXUAL ORIENTATION,  ECONOMIC STATUS,   

OR PHYSICAL ABILITY INTO THE FULL LIFE AND MEMBERSHIP OF THIS CONGREGATION.   

   TOWER TIDINGS NOVEMBER 2023  

Continued on page 2 

LECTIONARY 

The Sixty-Ninth Epistle of John -- “Trainers Needed!”  

I recently read an article in The Atlantic magazine with the             
intriguing title, άHow America Got Meanέ by David Brooks (David 
Brooks, The Atlantic, September 2023 issue).  It caught my eye    
because I have sensed as perhaps most of us have a growing      
malaise in our country and the world:  we seem to be growing in 
our callousness and animosity towards each other, especially 
whomever we can label άdifferent from usέΦ  I approached the    
article with a preconception of what the author would likely      
discuss, and was not disappointed; he mentioned our growing   
political ugliness, our cultural diversity ignorance and/or lack of 
appreciation, our marketplace-encouraged greed, and overall our 
media-saturated environments where what draws the greatest  
interest is the negative, the fear-inspiring, and whatever teases 
out the strongest emotion. 

But then, the author mentions something I thought was very      
insightful; hereΩs how he puts it: 

άThe most important story about why Americans have become  
sad and alienated and rude, I believe, is also the simplest: We        
inhabit a society in which people are no longer trained in how to 
treat others with kindness and consideration. Our society has   
become one in which people feel licensed to give their selfishness 
free rein.έ 

άAmen!έ I thought to myself, quickly followed by the realization 
that the άtrainingέ we are missing is actually a foundational          
element of what we call άchurchέ – or at least should be. The sad 
truth is that there are many congregations out there which train 
their members in doctrine and theology and perspective that 
affirm a negative outlook toward the varieties we find in society.  
Many faith communities spend an awful lot of effort in defining 
themselves by identifying those who donΩt belong. 

There is a figure in the history of every Christian faith community 
who consistently argues an opposite approach.  Jesus was           
hyper-inclusive in his relationships; there was no one he refused  
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to interact with or respond to.  He identified his motivation as the love that God intended       
human life to experience and express, something that the world has always had a hard time  
living into – we like conditions tied to our affections, we like the comfort of being with people 
who love us, we desire predictability and consistency and a return on our investment in others; 
yet the love Jesus modeled often works in the opposite directions of where human hearts are 
naturally inclined.  For a world embodying a healthy social ethic, both comfort and challenge 
are needed, but the former is so very often favored over the latter that the imbalance produces 
a love that has no chance of real social transformation. 

That is why we do what we do in many faith communities – we comfort and afflict, we nourish 
and expend, we cherish peace while challenging injustice, we seek full inclusion of the human 
variable, for this is the only path that fosters a love of divine integrity.  If we say God is                 
important to us, then what is important to God must be important to us.  Jesus showed us that 
the love of God is unsatisfied with divisions and partiality; it is an all-encompassing thing meant 
for all individuals, to receive and to give.  It may sound strange to say we need to be trained in 
this kind of loving, but upon reflection, it may be more accurate to say we need to unlearn 
much of what the world has taught us.  I look upon my two grandchildren, one and three years 
old, and their natural inclination towards affection and acceptance and trust and openness to 
whatΩs around them, and I sense an original nature that is much closer to what God intends for 
us all – a nature that is susceptible to the brokenness of our world and the ways of human    
depravation, yet able to rise above and even transform these things by means of a higher vision 
and deeper understanding.  They stay on course with a continual affirmation from their parents 
and grandparents and trusted individuals about what goodness means, what kindness looks 
like, how to avoid harm and appreciate beauty, how to stay healthy in their bodies and minds, 
and how to live in a healthy, helpful community. 

Sounds a lot like church to me!   At least, the church as it ought to be – and as I find it here in 
our congregation.  No, weΩre not perfect, and no, we are not always loving, understanding,     
patient, or kind towards each other.  But we identify strongly with these ideals and lean our 
practices and volunteering and theology and worship in these directions.  We are determined 
to become better in the practice of being good ŦƻǊ each other as we seek to be good ǘƻ each 
other; we seek to orient our lives towards the love that sets us free from corrosive humanness 
– and to help others do the same.  This is training for life; this is training for a hopeful future; 
and this is training that will always be sorely needed by the world. 

 

GodΩs Grace Be With You,  
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HOW TO CONTACT 

CHURCH STAFF 
 

 

John Daniels, Pastor  
Genevieve Padget Slote,                
Administrative Assistant 

 Cheryl Bauer, Administrative Assistant Sub   
      Jim Bauer, Donna McCammon, and 

Cara Lightfield Office Volunteers 
Leslie Lindley, Treasurer 
Leslie Uhlenbruck, Financial Secretary 
Craig Gohl, Custodian 
Greg Boris, Chancel Choir Director 
Sarah Schmill, Hand Bell Choir Director 
Luke Larson, Organist and Pianist 
Cindy Ekstrand, Sunday School Director 
VACANT, Nursery Attendant  
 

 
For more information or to reach  

First UMC staff, please call the church office, 
406-549-6118, or E-Mail us at 

FUMCmissoula@gmail.com 
 
 

THE OFFICE 
Weekday Hours  

Monday-Thursday 9-12  

Phone: 406- 549-6118 

E-Mail: FUMCmissoula@gmail.com 

Website: www.firstumcmissoula.org 

Facebook:  

www.facebook.com/1stumcmissoula  

Instagram: 
https://www.instagram.com/
missoula1stumc/  

 

PASTOR JOHN 
Office: Available Monday-Friday 

By phone: 406-549-6118 or 

 406-396-8966 (cell) 

E-Mail:  john@FUMCmissoula.com 

Hospital visits: Please call John or the 
office if you know of someone in the 
hospital. 

Home visits: upon request 
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Tower Tidings  
November Deadline:  

October 10th 
Special thanks to Nancy Eik and April 

Padget for helping edit Tower Tidings. 

Church Pledges and Donations 

The donation page via the Breeze 
website can be found at: 

https://
firstumcmissoula.breezechms.com/
give/online 

 If you give online there is a 
dropdown menu under the line with 
the amount that allows you to       
designate where the money goes.  
You can also text to give at          
(406) 998-1982  with a donation 
amount and keyword like pledge or 
building. You are also welcome to 
mail in your donation.                                      
Leslie Uhlenbruck,                         
Financial  Secretary 

Connect with First Church Online! - One of the many ways our church reaches out to its              
congregation and the larger Missoula community is online. WeΩd like to extend that ministry, but 
we need your help in spreading the good word!  Here’s the scoop: 

First UMC has a beautiful website filled with information about our ministries, upcoming events 
and opportunities for involvement at https://www.firstumcmissoula.org/. ThereΩs also lots of       
information on our churchΩs history, and everything newcomers need to know about our spiritual 
foundations. New information is added each week. Please check us out, and let your friends and 
neighbors know about our site too.  

WeΩre also very active on Facebook. That link is https://www.facebook.com/1stumcmissoula.  
There youΩll find the weekΩs announcements, livestreams of our church services, videos from a 
wide variety of sources, inspirational messages from Bishop Karen Oliveto and others, news of    
upcoming events, and in-depth reports on theological issues. To help push our presence out to 
more viewers, we need you to άlikeέ our page and our posts. And share the link with others who 
might be interested! 

WeΩve also recently added a First Church page on Instagram, providing yet another venue where 
folks can learn about our church and all it offers. ThereΩs news from our new Sunday School and 
our Green Team, the weekly announcements, reminders about upcoming church services and 
events, theological and community news, and more! HereΩs that link: https://www.instagram.com/
missoula1stumc/. You can help by άfollowingέ our Instagram page and άlikingέ our posts. That will 
get our content out in front of more Instagram users. Share the link with your friends, family and 
neighbors as well. Thanks to you all for helping spread the inspiration of First UMC ! 

mailto:fumcmissoula@gmail.com
mailto:fumcmissoula@gmail.com
http://www.missoulafumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/fumcmissoula
https://www.instagram.com/missoula1stumc/
https://www.instagram.com/missoula1stumc/
mailto:fumcmissoula@gmail.com?subject=Pastor%20John
mailto:fumcmissoula@gmail.com?subject=Pastor%20John
https://firstumcmissoula.breezechms.com/give/online
https://firstumcmissoula.breezechms.com/give/online
https://firstumcmissoula.breezechms.com/give/online
https://www.firstumcmissoula.org/
https://www.facebook.com/1stumcmissoula
https://www.instagram.com/missoula1stumc/
https://www.instagram.com/missoula1stumc/
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Tzedakah Pocket Offers Hope 
The weather is changing and so are the types of assistance requests we receive. Requests to     
help individuals and families stay in their homes or to help them keep power on seem to                
dominate our requests this month. We are 
happy to help when we can. As long as our 
carryover from the previous year and           
current year donations keep us in the black, 
we are doing what the account is intended 
to do and, so far, thatΩs been the case (if just 
barely). Thank you for supporting this           
ministry. It matters. A recap of assistance 
provided by our churchΩs Tzedakah Pocket 
ministry is shown here. 

INSPIRATION TOOLBOX 
 άGratitude turns what we have into enough.έ Melody Beattie 

UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH 

We are women with a purpose. We connect and nurture women through Christian 
spiritual formation, leadership development, creative fellowship, and education so that they can 
inspire, influence and impact local and global communities. Would you like to be a part of this 
dynamic organization? All contact information for circles and groups is listed below. 

GENERAL MEETING: Thurs. Nov 2, 11:30 for lunch at JakerΩs. The program 
will be given by Treasurer Kathie Snodgrass on the World Thank Offering. 
Contact Elaine Williams if you need more info, 406-529-1325.  

RUTH: Thurs., Nov 9, 10:00 a.m. in the Kay Duffield Memorial Library. For 
more information call Marsha Lowe 406-531-9730. 

VESPERS: Wed, Nov. 15, at 1 p.m. in the KDM Library. Visitors and new members always             
welcome. For information call Patsy at 406-493-0961. 

GEMS: Thurs, Nov. 16 in the KDM Library at 6 pm.  Program by Teresa Henry and Laela Shimer. 
Women who are busy during the day, are welcomed to this evening group. Call Lisa, 552-2936. 

BOOK: Fourth Tuesday Book Group, Nov. 28 at 11 am, in the KDM Library to discuss Daughter            
of Cana by Angela Hunt. New members always welcome whether theyΩve read the book or not. 
If you wish to join via Zoom, please contact Kathie at 406-531-1569.  

LOOKING AHEAD. Check these out: Dec. 3 after church is an all-church Advent Event for               
potluck, all generational activities, and Advent crafts. Everyone invited! 

We will again be collecting Shoebox gifts for the Blackfeet Parish to be distributed in Dec. 

** Some P.E.O. members of our church are participating in a Craft and Vintage Market Sat.,           
Nov. 4, 10:00 to 3:00 at St. Anthony Parish Hall, 217 Tremont. Free admission. All proceeds            
support scholarships, loans, and awards to help women meet their higher education goals.  
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Supporting Our Angola Partnership 
ItΩs late October, and IΩm in a rush to head off to our community garden 
to dig up the last of our potatoes and a couple of short rows of parsnips 
before our first winter storm arrives. For us these fruits of our summer 
gardening are abundance on top of abundance. Compared to many, we 
are used to being very food secure. That is not the case for our churchΩs 
partners in the East Angola Conference. I was reminded of that back in 
August when our Faith & Justice class spent two Sundays hearing           
updates from Laxmi about her travels in East Angola with the Mountain 
Sky Conference delegation and their visit with our partners there. As well, Lorraine added some 
details from the most recent Quessua Agricultural Mission newsletter sent out by Kutela             
Katembo, the Agriculturalist who heads that mission. 
It has been 16 or more years since our conference first started partnering with the East Angola 
conference. They were just coming out of decades of civil war. Rebuilding has been slowed by 
poverty, significant inequality, and a fair amount of corruption in the government. But the  
Methodist church there remains a source of hope. Through the efforts of committed Methodist 
pastors, working to rebuild a sense of community people come together to support each other. 
Through the Quessua Mission the mostly subsistence farming families are helped with                      
agricultural demonstration projects and instruction, and, most importantly, seeds, whose cost is 
beyond the reach of many. 
The stories Laxmi had to share were eye opening and also heart warming. As well, the Quessua 
Ag Mission Newsletters are also moving. I donΩt have room to repeat the stories here, but you 
can receive the occasional Newsletter from Kutela Katembo by contacting him:                                 
kkatembo@umcmission.org 
You can contribute to our Angola Pastor Support fund by making your check or online contribu-
tion to our church, putting άAngola Pastor Supportέ in the memo line. Our goal is $600/year and 
we have just $150 to go. 
You can contribute to the Quessua Agricultural Mission work through www.umcmission.org in 
either of two ways: 
-Advance # 3022272(Quessua Farm Project support) 
-Advance#3022031(KUTELA Salary support) 
As, always, thank you! joeloos7245@gmail.com 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING FRIDAY NIGHT OUT! 

Ira and Kay Robison are hosting Friday Night Out                               
on Nov. 10th at 6:00 p.m. 

Address is 2771 Ancabide Lane, Missoula 

Please bring your own place setting and a                                            
potluck dish to share, if desired. Hope to see everyone                      

there for a fun evening of fellowship and good food!  Please call Ira at 406-370-0076 or                      
Kay at 406-493-1336  with questions or if you need directions.   

mailto:kkatembo@umcmission.org
http://www.umcmission.org/
mailto:joeloos7245@gmail.com


~Healing and Comfort ~ 

Z Prayers of healing and recovery for Steve C, following his 
hiatal hernia surgery.  Strength for his wife Lorraine, and 
safe travels as they return to Missoula. 

Z Prayers of continued recovery for Alex following his 
hospitalization. 

Z Prayers of a quick recovery for Rioõs service dog Angus. 

Z Prayers for safe travel for a resident of The Manor and her 
daughter who are travelling to Arizona for the winter. 

Z Prayers of comfort and healing for those affected by the 
earthquake in Afghanistan. 

Z Prayers of safety and healing for all those in harms way in 
the Middle East. 

Z Prayers that Georgeõs former student, Col. Ryan W., 
who is stationed in Israel, will be kept safe from harm. 

Z Continued recovery for Faye O., and strength for her 
husband George as he cares for her. 

Z Prayers of joy that Fred and Jennifer located a new 
apartment.   

Z Prayers for Fredõs recovery 
following a recent accident. 

Z Comfort and strength for Meganõs 
father John, who beat cancer once 
this year, and is now awaiting 
results of his colon cancer. 

Z A quick and complete recovery for Tish & Dave H, Joe & 
Karen L., Judy W, and Verle J, all of whom contracted 
COVID. 

Z Prayers of continued support and comfort for Fred R. 
during a difficult time. 

Z Prayers of healing for Don M. following his knee 
replacement surgery.   

Z Prayers for a successful experience for the students here 
in Missoula for the All-State Music Festival.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

~In Sympathy~ 

Z Prayers for a companion dog who recently 
passed away. 

Z Comfort for the family and friends of Chris 
McA, who passed October 4th. 

Z Prayers of comfort for Western Mountains UWF President 
Janet U. in the sudden loss of her mother Joan. 

 

 

 

 

~Praises~ 

Z Prayers of joy for Eliseõs first birthday! 

Z Gratitude that Rockyõs eldest daughter Cynthiaõs heart 
condition can be treated with medication surgery wonõt be 
needed.   

Z Prayers of Joy that Rockyõs grandson Emmanuel received 
three job offers. 

Z Prayers of gratitude that Pastor Eric from Emmaus Campus 
Ministry and his two young sons were able to join us for 
services in October. 

Z Joy that Jennifer got a new job! 

Z Prayers of thanksgiving that Steve and Lorraine Cõs son 
Derekõs intestinal polyps were in the precancerous stage and 
were excised.   

Z Praise for Pastor John as he was able to successfully relocate a 
bat from inside the church to outdoors! 

Z Joy that parishionerõs family was able to destroy the 
rattlesnakes on her 
property.   

Z Prayers of joy that former 
choir member/organist/
Wesley House student 
Laura G. and her spouse 
Matt joined us for services 
in October.   

 

 

 

 IN  O UR PRAYERS... 

N OVEMBER 2023  PAGE 6 



N OVEMBER 2023  PAGE 7 

Green Notes: Recommitting to Our Climate Covenant 

As NovemberΩs Charge Conference nears, we look back at the gathering two years ago when 
First Church unanimously approved our Climate Covenant. 

We have accomplished so much since that meeting, but are called to do more. 

This month, take a few moments to reread our covenant and its commitment άto action that 
reflects our abiding love for God, for one another and for the natural world.έ 

άWe resolve to elevate climate action, and with it social justice, as a primary focus of our          
ministry,έ the covenant promised. άWe will take a multi-faceted approach that includes           
education, communication, direct action and worship.έ 

Where can we do more to heal our environment, individually and as a congregation? Where 
should we focus our climate action in the year ahead? First ChurchΩs Green Team would like to 
hear from all of you. Please, read the Covenant (published below) and email your suggestions 
to fumcmissoula@gmail.com. All ideas are welcome!  

Missoula First United Methodist Church  

Climate Covenant 

     As people of faith, we have an obligation to care for GodΩs                
creation. How we live in this world has meaning and consequences for 
all beings. 
     We find our planet in a dire climate crisis. All life forms are at 
risk because of humankindΩs abuses of the earth, sky and water. Millions 
of plant and animal species face extinction. Humans are suffering, especially those who already 
are oppressed and therefore less able to cope with the changes brought by a warming world. 
     We are called to action that reflects our abiding love for God, for one another and for the 
natural world. We pledge ourselves – as individuals and as the congregation of Missoula First 
United Methodist Church – to the interconnected responsibilities of caring for creation and 
seeking justice for the oppressed. All aspects of our congregationΩs life will reflect these deep 
and unwavering commitments. 
Therefore: 

 1. We resolve to accept our moral obligation to be responsible stewards of GodΩs creation 
and advocates for social justice. We will transform our despair, anger and sadness about             
climate change and human suffering into action that helps to heal our world and all of                   
humanity. 

 2. We resolve to conduct a review of our churchΩs carbon footprint, and to develop and 
enact practices that reduce our impact on the Earth. We will educate our congregation and 
community on these efforts, and will work to inspire change at all levels. 

 3. We resolve to elevate climate action, and with it social justice, as a primary focus of 
our ministry. We will take a multi-faceted approach that includes education, communication, 
direct action and worship. 

mailto:fumcmissoula@gmail.com


Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors. 

November Events  
 

 11/2:  UWF General Meeting: 11:30 p.m. lunch at       
      Jakerôs 

 11/9:  Ruth Fellowship: 10:00 a.m. in the                         
      KDM Library 

 11/10: Friday Night Out: 6:00 p.m., at the Robisonôs,               

       2771 Ancabide Lane 

 11/15: Vespers: 1:00 p.m., KDM Library 
 11/16: Gems: 6:00 p.m., KDM Library 

 11/28: Book Group: 11:00 a.m., KDM Library 
 
Weekly Events via Zoom and in person                                                                
In person worship Sunday - Worship 10:00 a.m. and via Zoom (recordings on     
Facebook or the church website). 

Sunday School -  during the worship service in the nursery for kids age 4 and up. 

Tuesday - Pastor Johnôs class 10:00 a.m. via Zoom.  All are welcome! Please     
contact the office for the Zoom link!  

Wednesday - Lectionary Bible Class 10:00  a.m. in the Helen Herbert Parlor.      
Contact Rev. Barry Padget at barryumc@yahoo.com for more information.                      
All are welcome to attend!  

First United Methodist Church 

300 E. Main Street 

P.O. Box 7646 

Missoula MT 59807 

 

PH:406-549-6118  

E-Mail: FUMCmissoula@gmail.com 

Website: www.firstumcmissoula.org 

Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/1stummissoula  

Instagram: 

https://www.instagram.com/
missoula1stumc/ 

mailto:barryumc@yahoo.com
mailto:fumcmissoula@gmail.com
http://www.missoulafumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/fumcmissoula
https://www.instagram.com/missoula1stumc/
https://www.instagram.com/missoula1stumc/

