
• June 5 
Pentecost 

Acts 2:1-21 
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 

Romans 8:14-17 
John 14:8-17 

 

• June 12 
First Sunday after Pentecost 

Proverbs 8:1-4 
Psalm 8 

Romans 5:1-5 
John 16:12-15 

 

• June 19 
Second Sunday after Pentecost 

1Kings 19:1-15a 
Psalms 42 

Galatians 3:23-29 
Luke 8:26-39 

 

• June 26 

Third Sunday after Pentecost 

2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14 
Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20 
Galatians 5:1, 13-25 

Luke 9:51-62 

 

 

 

 

MISSOULA FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

WELCOMES ALL PEOPLE OF ANY AGE, GENDER, COLOR , ETHNICITY , SEXUAL ORIENTATION , ECONOMIC STATUS ,  

OR PHYSICAL ABILITY INTO THE FULL LIFE AND MEMBERSHIP OF THIS CONGREGATION .  

   TOWER TIDINGS JUNE 2022 

Continued on page 3 

LECTIONARY 

The Fifty-Eighth Epistle of John -- Eating an Elephant 

Sometimes I find myself so frustrated, so angry, so embittered, it’s 
all I can do to keep from shouting out in rage.  As I heard of yet  
another mass shooting, this one seeing a roomful of the most     
innocent victims imaginable – 19 second-to-fourth graders and 
two adults by a young man with a gun --  I felt my heart plunge 
and my mind boil.  I am guessing I am not alone, and that many 
who are reading this feel the same way – the mass shooting at an 
elementary school in Uvalde, Texas, has resurfaced the continuing 
horror of our country’s penchant for violence.   

It is well beyond time for drastic change. 

I and many others have continued to sign letters, speak publicly, 
and joined in advocacy to seek out redress to this pandemic of   
violence infecting our country uniquely and chronically.  And yet, it 
is getting worse; the well-outlined steps that have demonstrated 
effective redress in other countries remain unembraced for a host 
of reasons, most of which involve the forces of political rhetoric, 
dark-money lobbying, and a completely imbalanced valuation of 
rights over responsibility. 

So much is wrong – our affinity for violence, our fear-driven hate 
of the “other,” our easily manipulatable populace prone to believe 
what is completely false, our hypocrisy, our greed, etc. -- that a 
common sentiment I hear of regularly is one of being                
overwhelmed. We know we must do something, but that            
realization is followed by an honest question -- “What can we do?”  

We can continue eating the elephant.  And perhaps take bigger 
bites. 

I refer to the metaphor/cliché/wisdom premise that begins with 
the question, “How does one eat an elephant?”  The answer is, of 
course, “one bite at a time.” 

The elephant has been with us for a long time, even before the  
advent of efficient killing machines like semi-automatic rifles and 
high-capacity magazines.  Our tendency to harm each other is well 
documented across history and territory.  But bites out of that    
elephant have been taken over that same history and throughout 
that same territory.  Violence has been confronted by                  
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HOW TO CONTACT CHURCH STAFF 
 

 

John Daniels, Pastor  
Genevieve Padget Slote, Administrative 
Assistant 

 Cheryl Bauer, Administrative Assistant Sub   
      Jim Bauer, Laurie Ball, April Padget, 

Klairaine Nichwander, Kathie 
Snodgrass, Cara Lightfield Office 
Volunteers 

Leslie Lindley, Treasurer 
Leslie Uhlenbruck, Financial Secretary 
Craig Gohl, Custodian 
Greg Boris, Chancel Choir Director 
VACANT, Hand Bell Choir Director 
Luke Larson, Organist and Pianist 
VACANT, Children and Youth Ministries 

Director 
VACANT, Nursery Attendant  
 
 

For more information or to reach  
First UMC staff, please call the church office, 

549-6118, or E-Mail us at 
FUMCmissoula@gmail.com 

 

THE OFFICE 
Weekday Hours  

Monday-Thursday 9-12  

Phone: (406) 549-6118 

E-Mail: FUMCmissoula@gmail.com 

Website: www.firstumcmissoula.org 

Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/1stumcmissoula  

 
 

PASTOR JOHN 
Office: Available Monday-Friday 

By phone: 549-6118 or 

 396-8966 (cell) 

E-Mail: john@FUMCmissoula.com 

Hospital visits: Please call John or the 
office if you know of someone in the 
hospital. 

Home visits: upon request 
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Tower Tidings  
June Deadline:  

Tuesday, June 14th  
Special thanks to April Padget  

and Kathie Snodgrass for helping 
edit Tower Tidings. 

Church Pledges and Donations 

The donation page on the church 
website can be found at: 
www.firstumcmissoula.org/donate. 

There is information for mailing in 
your checks as well as online       
donations. If you give online there 
is a dropdown menu under the line 
with the amount that allows you to 
designate where the money goes. If 
you are splitting the donation, click 
Other and on the payment page it 
will allow you to leave a note as to 
how it should be divided.  
Leslie Uhlenbruck,                     
Financial  Secretary 

Inspiration Toolbox: 
Joy doesn’t always come wrapped with ribbons. It’s in the rain 
drop clinging to a blade of grass. Or in the smile of a 
stranger...keep the eye of your heart open.  Margaret B. Moss 
 
In April  Ruth Circle gave 50 health kits to the YWCA. Before the pandemic they usually gave    
upwards of 70. You can help achieve that goal again by watching for travel toiletries throughout 
the summer.  The smaller sizes are excellent for the kits. 
In May  UWF held Assembly in Orlando Florida. Thousands of women around the world were 
also able to attend virtually, a truly inspiring time to remind us that faith is our foundation and 
our future.     
     Summer Activities: 
FELLOWSHIP: Fridays at noon, all women of the church are welcomed to meet at Bonner Park 
near the grandstand on Beverly Street.  Bring your lunch, a chair and a cheerful heart. 
BAND MUSIC: Wednesday, July 20 at Bonner Park all members of the church are invited to the 
City Band Concert, “At the Movies and More.” Bring your dinner and your own seating at 7 pm.  
The concert begins at 8. Hope to see you there! 
United Women in Faith has been asked to provide a meal for 35 individuals who will be staying 
at the church June 21 at 6:00 p.m.  We are asking for help from the congregation to set up, 
serve, and clean up.  Any and all help would be appreciated! Please contact Elaine Williams at 
406-529-1325 to help. 

mailto:fumcmissoula@gmail.com
mailto:fumcmissoula@gmail.com
http://www.missoulafumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/fumcmissoula
mailto:fumcmissoula@gmail.com?subject=Pastor%20John
mailto:fumcmissoula@gmail.com?subject=Pastor%20John
https://www.firstumcmissoula.org/donate
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All invited to ongoing Community Vigil 

We are continuing our weekly Community Vigil, Monday through Friday, from noon to 1pm. 
Please consider joining us to sit quietly in the sanctuary for any or all of the designated hour. 
Vigil monitors will be present to ensure safety and comfort, but there are no leaders or formal 
programs. Readings about current events will be available and visitors are invited to light       
candles. This is not a religious program, but rather an opportunity for participants to internally 
process their concerns and emotions about personal, local or national issues in a place of safety. 

The vigil was inspired by the conflict in Ukraine. Pastor John has a daughter-in-law from 
Ukraine, whose parents still live in that country. “We are being bombarded with images of the 
atrocities being perpetrated in Ukraine, every day, around the clock,” he comments. “This vigil is 
a place of refuge from the constant noise that surrounds us.  While it started as a response to 
the war in Ukraine, we are finding it is valuable for anyone who has concerns about the issues 
of the day.” 

“Churches have long been places of sanctuary, predating Christianity when Greek and Roman 
temples offered refuge to fugitives,” says Jana Staton, one of the vigil’s organizers. “One          
accused of theft or even murder could claim sanctuary from  
pursuers, who were not allowed to enter a church with    
weapons or ill intent. In recent times, churches have revived 
the concept of sanctuary for undocumented immigrants, with 
mixed results. “We aren’t offering a physical sanctuary, but  
rather an emotional and, for some, a spiritual refuge where 
one can concentrate on personal concerns without the        
distraction of constant outside stimuli.”  

Everyone is welcome to attend the vigil, which will continue as 
long as there is interest. Please contact Pastor John if you 
would like to be a vigil monitor and have not yet had an       
opportunity to sign up for a day. 

non-violence, from revolution in India to civil rights in America; from the non-violent teachings 
of the Buddha to the civil  diffusion of tension reflected in Confucius; from our own hard work in 
Missoula and Montana of Wrestling with the Truth of Colonization training that opened eyes 
and minds and hearts to much undisclosed history, to the Truth to Power advocacy team that 
faced off against the  harmful legislation of our state against LGBTQ individuals.  There are so 
many bites we can take personally -- writing letters, speaking publicly, re-learning civility,     
growing relationally, practicing reconciliation, standing with the marginalized, loving                 
unconditionally – people of faith know these actions well as presented by One who lived 
amongst us long ago (and Who is with us still), and what difference they can make in life;       
perhaps it is time to step-up our game, and love even more boldly as Jesus demonstrated?  For 
the world to see?  For the world to experience?  For the world to transform? 

 We have taken such bites before, and we can again – we must again.  The One whom we follow 
will continue to show us how. 

Grace to you, 
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Housing Advocate Network (HAN): Another way to volunteer 

The Missoula Interfaith Collaborative (MIC) makes regular appeals for more Housing Advocate 
volunteers for HAN. By now most of you know from those appeals that HAN trains and matches 
volunteers to help those who struggle to get into housing or stay housed in our challenging    
Missoula rental market. As you can imagine, the need is always greater than the number of      
volunteers available. To better respond to the need, HAN Director, Zeke Campfield, has come up 
with another way to help individuals and families until they can be matched with a volunteer: 
weekly “housing workshops” where those seeking help can come and meet with a volunteer or a 
staff member and get help working toward their housing goals. 

Each Friday, from 1:00 to 3:00 pm, a workshop of volunteers meeting with participants takes 
place at the MIC office in Atonement Lutheran Church. More recently, each Monday, from 5:30 
to 7:00 pm, a workshop of volunteers meeting with Family Promise participants occurs at the    
Meadowlark Family Housing Center. 

Some of the things volunteers do include helping people get on wait-lists, filling out applications, 
engaging with landlords and just generally talk about housing goals and barriers. Participants 
very much enjoy having someone to talk to and a place to take some tangible steps. 

According to Zeke Campfield, since the Friday workshops started last July, 70 participants have 
attended. Of those 70, 

-34 of them showed up more than one time 
-24 were eventually matched with an available HAN volunteer 
-5 of them moved into housing with the help of a HAN volunteer 
-7 of them are still matched 

In addition to getting matched and moving into housing, Zeke notes, there have been some     
other incredible outcomes: 

-Some just utilize the workshop to get information and support before pursuing housing 
on their  own 
-Others are connected to more helpful resources, such as the Temporary Safe Outdoor 
Space and Volunteers of America 
-Still more have, after learning the challenges of their housing, been supported in STAYING 
at their current place, including learning to self-advocate 

Zeke states: “This workshop has proved successful in both providing immediate and tangible 
housing supports to our neighbors in need as well as helping new volunteers acclimate to the 
HAN experience by working together in teams.” Further, “It has also improved significantly the 
success of the matches – walk-ins now have the opportunity to demonstrate and practice       
consistency and buy-in prior to being matched with a HAN volunteer.” 

As a volunteer housing advocate, I can attest to the value of these workshops in both helping 
people gain a sense that someone cares, and the opportunity to at least take some steps forward 
when faced with an overwhelming circumstance. So, consider. Could this be a way for you to 
ease into volunteering for HAN? You don’t have to sign up for every week – even once per month 
helps. Contact Zeke Campfield or Ruth Guthrie for more information. Zeke@micmt.org, 
ruth@micmt.org, 406-207-8228. If you would just like to find out more about the HAN volunteer 
experience, my email is: joeloos7245@gmail.com 

mailto:Zeke@micmt.org
mailto:ruth@micmt.org
mailto:joeloos7245@gmail.com
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Green Notes: News, Reviews and Updates from 
First UMC’s Green Team: 
How Green Is My Yard … Or Not? 

One of the surest signs of late spring in Missoula is the sound of lawn 
mowers, manicuring newly green lawns to our – or our neighbors’ – 
expectations. 

But should we cultivate uber-green lawns in a climate that provides 
just 14 inches of rain each year? What if our yards followed the    
natural course we see on the hillsides of mounts Sentinel and Jumbo 
– green for a few weeks or a month, then taking their cues (and colors) from the seasons? 

There’s a movement afoot across the United States to encourage yards filled not with          
intensively mown, weed-free, fertilized grass but with native plants – the species naturally 
found in an area, from perennial wildflowers to berry bushes to big, majestic trees. 

Margaret Renkl recently wrote an op-ed for the New York Times, advocating the “re-wilding” 
of residential yards, but also assuring readers that the process needn’t be immediate or    
overwhelming. 

“I wonder if more people don’t try to do better by the environment because they think doing 
better is too hard, too impractical, too expensive,” she wrote. “In truth … making a difference 
can be as easy as learning to love clover and dandelions.” 

Renkl’s own yard has progressed from artificially green grass to native trees, flowers, grasses 
and shrubs one patch at a time. “It’s very much a work in progress,” she wrote. Her              
inspiration came from Douglas Tallamy, a University of Delaware professor, author of 
“Bringing Nature Home” and “Nature’s Best Hope,” and one of the botanists behind the     
National Wildlife Federation’s online native plant finder. Type in your zip code and the site 
provides dozens of suggested flowers, grasses, trees and shrubs native to your area. 

“You aren’t obliged to turn your yard into a meadow,” Renkl wrote. “All you need to do is stop 
spraying for weeds. Stop spraying for insects. When you’re choosing new trees and shrubs, or 
even just window box flowers, take a moment to look up the native options that are just as 
pretty as the non-native ones now in style. If you can set up a nest box for birds, and keep 
clean water available for all the thirsty creatures, that will help too. 

“You needn’t do it all, and certainly you needn’t do it all at once. But if you do even one of 
these things, the natural world will reward you so profusely with butterflies and bees and 
bright-winged songbirds that I bet you’ll decide it’s only the first step.” 

What have you done to encourage native species in your yard? Share your ideas with First 
Church’s congregation by emailing Sherry Devlin at sherrydevlin@gmail.com. We’ll feature 
your thoughts in an upcoming Green Notes column!  

https://www.nwf.org/Garden-for-Wildlife/About/National-Initiatives/Gardening-Month?utm_source=NWFhomepage&utm_medium=webpage&utm_campaign=GFW_May_2022&utm_content=nwfhomepageweek3&_ga=2.13209010.444390061.1652806927-748577792.1652806927
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/05/16/opinion/climate-change-gardening-biodiversity.html?searchResultPosition=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WY4aV5hqkxY
https://www.nwf.org/NativePlantFinder/
mailto:sherrydevlin@gmail.com


~Healing and Comfort ~ 

 Prayers for peace in Ukraine and safety for 
all of its citizens.  

 Continued safety for John and Terri’s 
daughter-in-law Christina’s family in Ukraine, 
particularly for her father who was called up to serve 
in the military. 

 Prayers of comfort and healing for Amy E. who is 
now recovering at home from an accident. 

 Prayers of strength and healing for Cindy’s friend 
who was recently diagnosed with ALS and his family 
as they travel through the days ahead. 

 Prayers for peace and presence of mind for Cheryl 
and Jeff M.’s boys in Africa - Sheku and Sulaiman - as 
they take end-of-the-school year and university 
qualifying exams.  Let there be no cheating or 
accusations and all the tests be graded fairly and 
accurately. 

 Prayers of  traveling mercies for Cheryl and Jeff M. 
in the coming months as they go to see their boys. 

 Prayers of success for Chris, who is traveling to look 
for work. 

 Prayers of support for those working with children 
and the mental health crisis in our schools after 
Covid. 

 Prayers of love and support for Tom and Kathy A. 

 Prayers for a successful treatment for Richard J., 
who was recently diagnosed with blocked arteries in 
his heart, and courage and strength for Ruth, Rachel 
and family too. 

 Prayers of healing for a member’s grandson who is 
facing health concerns.   

 Prayers of gratitude that the Common Good 
Founding Assembly was well attended.  This 
organization speaks for those who have no voice. 

 Prayers of relief that John’s grandson’s misshapen 
head can be cured by the wearing a helmet rather 
than surgery. 

~In Sympathy~ 

 Prayers of comfort for the family and friends of Earl 
R. who passed away recently. 

 Prayers of comfort and strength for the family of 
Albert H. (Walter S.’s cousin), who passed away. 

 Prayers for the family and friends of Travis U. who 
passed away unexpectedly in May. 

 Prayers for the family and friends of Kay R.’s brother 
Frank, who passed away in May. 

 Prayers of comfort and healing for those affected by 
the shooting at Geneva Presbyterian Church in 
California.  

 Prayers of comfort for the families of the victims of 
the racially motivated shooting at the grocery store 
in Buffalo, New York and healing for those 
wounded. 

 Prayers of comfort for Bruce A. and his family as 
they mourn the death of his father Gil. 

 Prayers for the families of the children and staff killed 
at a Uvalde Elementary  school.   

~Praises~ 

 Prayers of joy as Jason C. has been accepted at Duke 
Divinity School! 

 Prayers of thanksgiving that Carolyn A.’s brother 
Roy’s MRI scan is normal! 

 Birthday Celebrations for Dave S.  

 Prayers of thanksgiving for the wonderful Women’s 
Walk to Emmaus Weekend - everyone involved was 
touched by God’s love and grace. 

 Prayers of thanksgiving and a quick recovery for 
Tish’s two-year-old great niece, who had successful 
emergency surgery for a twisted bowel. 

 Prayers of thanksgiving for the restoration and 
transfer of the Bison Range from the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service to the Confederated Salish and 
Kootenai Tribes. 

 Prayers of joy and gratitude that Marcia does not 
have cancer in her lungs. 

Lord in your Mercy...Hear our Prayers... 
 

 IN OUR PRAYERS . . .  
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Tzedakah Pocket Offers Hope    
April was a very busy month and May isn’t far behind. The good news is people are returning to 
life as the pandemic lessons but helping them when they need it is expensive. We continue to 
dip into our year-end reserves which are there thanks to your year-end generosity. In addition, 
your on-going support keeps us able to provide assistance when it’s needed. Our operating    
reserves may be low right now but we thank you for your support of this ministry because it 
matters to each and everyone who comes to us for help. We also really appreciate our local 
partners. This month we got a request from Hope Rescue Mission to participate with them and 
First Presbyterian to keep a family of 9 in their lodging  until the parents got paid. We also     
participated with First Presbyterian and the Family Promise Diversion Fund to help a family of 5 
pay their May rent and stayed housed. The “Other” category reflects various types of requests. 
This month we helped two Human Resource Council (HRC) clients get phones and minutes so 
they could communicate with housing and work resources. We helped keep a small business 
owner afloat by paying some of his bills and, with the help of First Presbyterian, we assisted a 
family of 6 pay some bills that would have gone to collection if not paid. We have helped a lot 
of people when they needed it most.   If you are able to support the Tzedakah Pocket ministry 

by online donation through the 1st 
UMC website, by sending a check 
made out to 1st UMC (PO Box 7646, 
Missoula, MT 59807) with Tzedakah 
Pocket in the memo line, or by 
putting a donation in the Tzedakah 
Pocket in the Sanctuary, rest assured 
all the money will make a difference 
for someone in need. A recap of       
assistance provided by our church’s       
Tzedakah Pocket ministry is shown 
here. 



First United Methodist Church 

300 E. Main Street 

P.O. Box 7646 

Missoula MT 59807 

 

PH:406.549.6118  

E-Mail: FUMCmissoula@gmail.com 

Website: www.firstumcmissoula.org 

Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/1stummissoula  

Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors. 

 

June Events via Zoom and in person  

4- Pride Parade - noon line up- 1:30      
parade start- Contact Karen Loos at 
karenloos7245@gmail.com for details 

 

26- Franklin Park Worship Service and  Picnic 
with Grace UMW, 10:30 a.m. 

 

UMF - Fridays at noon at Bonner Park - meet 
by the band shelter and bring your own 
lunch and chair.  Enjoy some fellowship with 
the women of the church. 

 

 Weekly Events via Zoom and in person                                                                               

In person worship Sunday - Worship 10:30 a.m. and via Zoom (recordings on Facebook or 
the church website)-  We are fully open with no mask requirements but please feel       
comfortable to  wear a mask if you wish to. Front doors are open! 
Tuesday - Pastor John’s class 10:00 a.m. via Zoom.  All are welcome!  Please contact the 
office for the Zoom link! 

Wednesday -  Lectionary Bible Class 10:00  a.m. in the Helen Herbert Parlor.  Contact Barry 
Padget at barryumc@yahoo.com for more information. 
 

June - Celebrate Pride  

mailto:fumcmissoula@gmail.com
http://www.missoulafumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/fumcmissoula
mailto:karenloos7245@gmail.com
mailto:barryumc@yahoo.com

