M ISSOULA F IRST U NITED M ETHODIST C HURCH
WELCOMES ALL PEOPLE OF A NY AGE , GENDER , CO LOR , E THNICITY , SEXUAL ORIENTATION , ECONOMIC STATUS ,
OR PHYSICAL ABILITY INTO THE FULL LIFE AND MEMBER SHIP OF THIS CONGREGATION .

T OWER T IDINGS
All by Myself?
At three-years-old, my granddaughter still takes a nap
most days. She’s a busy, inquisitive, bright and engaging
little thing who can easily wear me out in the hours between
wake up and nap time, so it’s no surprise that she wears
herself out as well. Before she goes down for her nap, she
likes a story, a song, and to know who will come to get her
when she wakes. Usually that someone is Mama, but Daddy
and Bamma (that’s me) get the honors from time to time. In
this, and in most matters, Alanna likes to know what to
expect.
Alanna is an entirely reasonable child. Faced with a new
situation, she listens to explanations, asks questions, and
prepares herself for the adventure. On the way to the first
day of pre-school or to music camp, she may ask who will
be there, what she will be doing and, most importantly, who
will pick her up. When she arrives, she may ask her
grownup to stay ‘for just five minutes’, but when the allotted
time has passed, she moves into the activity with gusto.
Unlike her brothers, Alanna has not spent many naptimes
at my house. Until she could climb out of the pack-n-play, I
could sometimes get her to sleep at Bamma’s, but once she
managed that feat, at about two-and-a-half, napping in the
pack-n-play was no longer an option. Thinking a new
approach might work, we put a toddler bed in the room
where her brothers’ bunk bed is. Pink sheets, pink blanket,
pink pillow case – slumber designed for the princess she is.
The first time I talked to her about sleeping in the new
bed – with perhaps more enthusiasm than a toddler bed
deserves – she looked at me with her big, beautiful, brown
eyes, slightly glazed with tears, and said, “All by myself?”
I could see she was being brave, but she didn’t know
what to expect of this new bed at Bamma’s house, and
needed some answers before she was comfortable with
the prospect.
I have a similar feeling about entering social situations.
Attending a meeting with a speaker, or even small groups, is
doable, but I dread meal times when I usually stand around
Continued on page 2
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L ECTIONARY
• November 6
Twenty-Second Sunday after
Pentecost
Haggai 1:15b-2:9
Psalm 145:1-5, 17-21
2 Thessalonians 1:1-5, 13-17
Luke 20:27-38
• November 13
Twenty-Third Sunday after
Pentecost
Isaiah 65:17-25
Psalm 118
2 Thessalonians 3:6-13
Luke 21:5-19
• November 20
Christ the King Sunday
Jeremiah 23:1-6
Luke 1:68-69
Colossians 1:11-20
Luke 23:33-43
• November 24
Thanksgiving Day
Deuteronomy 26:1-11
Psalm 100
Philippians 4:4-9
John 6:25-35
• November 27
First Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 2:1-5
Psalm 122
Romans 13:11-14
Matthew 24:36-44
United Methodist Student Day
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awkwardly wondering where to sit among the attendees chattering happily over their
sandwiches. When I am invited to a gathering, I come prepared with a question I can
ask as a conversation starter, but still often wander around on the periphery because
I’m not quite sure how to break into an established conversational group. I’m a big fan
of the buddy system in social situations, and when we entertain, I like to be sure we
have at least two couples, so I never have to carry on a conversation “All by myself.”
What is charming and brave for a three-year-old is just weird and awkward at my
age.
Believe it or not, all of that was an introduction to the idea of heaven. I’ve never
been entirely comfortable with the idea of heaven. It isn’t on any map I can find. No
major (or even minor) airlines schedule flights there, nor do trains or buses have
stations there. I couldn’t find any reviews on Travelocity, Fodor’s, or the legitimate Yelp
site, although I did find an amusing article in the New Yorker about one-star reviews of
heaven, and an online article with fabricated Yelp reviews.
In the absence of real reviews (and discarding the fake ones) we must resort to
rumors. Streets of gold. Halos. Wings. Harps. Heavenly choirs. Pearly gates. So many
questions! What does one do all day, much less for eternity? Are we going to be
reunited with loved ones or are there no earthly ties? Will I magically be able to play
the harp (I failed at both piano and guitar)? Will there be wings and halos in my size?
There is a lot of confusion, too, about how one gets there – planes, trains, buses
and cars are not the answer, and different theologies offer various paths to heaven.
Do we get there by following all the rules and being ‘better’ than others? Are we saved
by proclaiming Jesus as our Savior, without the need to be kind, generous and
tolerant? Some mixture of the two? Or does everyone get to go?
I do not expect answers to these questions in my lifetime, and I do not think getting
to heaven is the only reason for believing in God and accepting Christ as my Savior.
Being a Christian should mean that we live as close to Christ’s example as we are
able and that we ’Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your strength and with all your mind’ and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself,’ as
we are told in Luke 27:10.
Still, one can’t help but wonder where we might eventually spend eternity. Our faith
has more questions than answers – or at least definitive answers, for most questions
of faith have as many answers as there are people of faith. I do not expect to know
what heaven is like until I get there. For now, what I know for sure, though, is that God
will greet me and cherish me and I will never be “All by myself.”
Blessings,
Theresa Cox
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Tzedakah Pocket Offers Hope
Your generosity is so appreciated and your recent donations have made it possible for
us to help some recent Meadowlark Family Housing Center residents with interim
lodging when their time at the Meadowlark ran out as well as to pay some bills for
them to lessen their load. Our prayers are also extended to these families as they try
to find permanent housing. We were also able to help three other families with storage
units and vehicle payments as well as fulfill a request from the Human Resource
Council for a phone and phone minutes for one of their clients. Although we have still
spent more than we have collected this year, the money we carried over from last
year and your recent donations have made it possible for us to help again. Many
thanks to you all.
If you are able to support the Tzedakah Pocket ministry by online donation through
the 1st UMC website, by sending a
check made out to 1st UMC
(PO Box 7646, Missoula, MT
59807) with Tzedakah Pocket in the
memo line, or by putting a donation
in the Tzedakah Pockets in the
Sanctuary, rest assured all the
money will make a difference for
someone in need. A recap of
assistance provided by our church’s
Tzedakah Pocket ministry is shown
here.
Church Pledges and Donations
The donation page on the church
website can be found at:

H OW TO CONTACT

C HURCH S TAFF

T HE O FFICE

www.firstumcmissoula.org/donate.

Weekday Hours
Monday-Thursday 9-12
Phone: (406) 549-6118
E-Mail: FUMCmissoula@gmail.com
Website: www.firstumcmissoula.org

John Daniels, Pastor
Genevieve Padget Slote, Administrative
Assistant
Cheryl Bauer, Administrative Assistant Sub
Jim Bauer, Laurie Ball, April Padget,
Klairaine Nichwander, Kathie
Snodgrass, Cara Lightfield Office
Volunteers
Leslie Lindley, Treasurer
Leslie Uhlenbruck, Financial Secretary
Craig Gohl, Custodian
Greg Boris, Chancel Choir Director
Sarah Schmill, Hand Bell Choir Director
Luke Larson, Organist and Pianist
VACANT, Children and Youth Ministries
Director
VACANT, Nursery Attendant

There is information for mailing in
your checks as well as online
donations. If you give online there
is a dropdown menu under the line
with the amount that allows you to
designate where the money goes. If
you are splitting the donation, click
Other and on the payment page it
will allow you to leave a note as to
how it should be divided.
Leslie Uhlenbruck,
Financial Secretary
Tower Tidings
December Deadline:
Tuesday, November 8th
Special thanks to Nancy Eik and
Kathie Snodgrass for helping edit
Tower Tidings.

Facebook:
www.facebook.com/1stumcmissoula

P ASTOR J OHN
Office: Available Monday-Friday
By phone: 549-6118 or
396-8966 (cell)
E-Mail: john@FUMCmissoula.com
Hospital visits: Please call John or the
office if you know of someone in the
hospital.
Home visits: upon request

For more information or to reach
First UMC staff, please call the church office,
549-6118, or E-Mail us at
FUMCmissoula@gmail.com
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INSPIRATION TOOLBOX - “Appreciation can change a day,
even a life. Your willingness to put it into words is all that is
necessary.” Margaret Cousins
GENERAL MEETING: Thursday, Nov. 3 at Stone of Accord, 11:30 am for luncheon and
meeting with a “World Thank Offering” program. If you aren’t already registered, check
with Peg, 406-542-1543.
DISTRICT MEETING: Saturday, Nov.12 via Zoom. Join others to be updated on all the
latest happenings. Check the conference website to find the registration form in the
Glowing Embers Newsletter or contact Tish, 406-370-6572.
RUTH: Thursday, Nov.10 at 10 am in the Kay Duffield Library
for a program on sharing summer vacations, and an exciting
program review for 2023. Contact Marsha, 406-531-9730.
VESPERS: Wednesday, Nov 16 at 1 pm in the Kay Duffield
Library for fun and fellowship. For information call Patsy,
406-493-0961.
GEMS: Sunday, Nov. 6, following church at the Market on
Front for lunch. Trying out new time slots, any woman is welcome to join this community
of sharing and caring. For more information, call Tish at 406-370-6572.
BOOK GROUP: Tuesday, Nov. 22 at 11 am, meets in the Kay Duffield Library to discuss
“The Book of Forgiving” by Bishop Desmond Tutu. New members always welcome.
Contact Laurie, 406-926-1252.
Update from the Building our Futures Committee on the Building
Renovation Loan A huge factor in our ability to successfully renovate
our building was a loan from Wesleyan Investive (at the time, United
Methodist Development Fund). When the loan was granted, we were in
an initial campaign to raise funds for the renovation. A condition of the
loan was that we would conduct a second campaign, from 1/1/21-12/31/23, which would
raise a total of an additional $552,000. At the end of that campaign, payments to the
loan would become part of the general fund.
As of 9/30/22, we are 58% of the way through the second campaign. We have $486,810
(88%) of the required $552,000 pledged. We have collected $355,393.17 (64%).
If we take the greater of what has been pledged and what has been paid for each
contributor, the amount pledged/paid is $515,222.33 (93%).
As with any pledge campaign, we know some of the pledges will not be collected in full,
but some donors have and will continue to exceed their commitments.
Your pledge can be found on your quarterly giving statement. If you have not yet
made a pledge to this campaign or if you find you are able to increase your pledge
so we can meet our commitment, please contact the church office or Theresa Cox
(ponykeepr@gmail.com or 406-370-3922) with your new/updated pledge.
The committee is confident the people of First United Methodist Church understand and
will meet the obligations we made as a church body to renovate our building for the good
of the church and the community.
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“Does inclusion matter?” We think it does!

And our Mountain Sky Conference does too -- which is
why we are hosting a Conference-sponsored event
called “A Table for All” meal and discussion at our
church on November 20th after worship. The goal of
“A Table for All” is to create a legacy of a fully inclusive
conference for ALL of God’s children under the mountain
skies. We plan to do this by supporting congregations
that have experienced a discontinuous change and are
ready to reimagine their ministry to take them into the
21st century. To date, our Conference churches have
raised $800,000 of the $1.2 million dollar goal, which
highlights the enthusiasm and commitment toward “making inclusion matter” among
our congregations of the Mountain Skies. Please join us for conversation,
information, and fellowship -- and an invitation to share in this important outreach.
Did you know that when you invest in “A Table For All”, we are able to provide support
to more churches that have experienced traumatic change, are committed to
remaining a part of the United Methodist Church, and are ready to do the hard work
of reimagining their ministry in the 21st century?
Investing in “A Table For All” is an excellent way to celebrate our connectional
ministry by supporting one another in ministry. Often our United Methodist
congregations are the only life-giving, grace filled presences in their communities.
When we invest in this work, it allows our churches to remain as a strong presence in
their community, offering safe spaces to those who might not feel welcome in other
religious spaces.
We are working to create “A Table For All” in the Mountain Sky Conference, and we
need about $400,000 more to reach our goal. We’d love you to consider investing, in
any amount! You can give a one-time gift or set up a recurring pledge for up to three
years. Please join us for the potluck on November 2oth after church to find out more!

Friday Night Out will be at Barry & April
Padget’s home on Nov. 11 at 6:00 p.m.
Friday Night Out is a sort of potluck “dinner
club” open to anyone interested in some
good food & conversation. Bring a dish to
share & your place setting. Beverages are
provided. Hope you can come!!
Their address is 213 Rita Ct.
Questions: 406-531-9602.
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I N O UR P RAYERS ...



~Healing and Comfort ~



Prayers of healing and comfort for a
daughter-in-law, Jenny, who has a
recurrence of cancer.
Prayers of courage, relief from pain, and healing for
Justine L., whose battle with cancer is challenging,
and prayers of strength for her family.
Prayers of healing for Auntie Marie, who works in an
orphanage in Sierra Leone.
Prayers of safe travels for Nancy E. as she goes to see
her son's graduation from college. Prayers of
celebration for his graduation!
Prayers of safety for all travelers including a couple
heading to Arizona.
Prayers of safety for two grandsons in the military.
Prayers of blessings on the 30 candidates for the
ordination to the episcopacy of the Western
Jurisdiction, and wisdom for those who will be
voting on the candidates.
Prayers of continued recovery for Elaine’s sister
Debbie, who was recently hospitalized.
Prayers of comfort and strength for Jean and her
husband Mack, who is in hospice care.
Prayers for Rhanda J. as she recovers from a long
bout of COVID.
Continued prayers of healing and comfort for Donna
S., who was hospitalized after a stroke and is now
recovering in Community Rehab.
Continued prayers of healing and strength for Ellie,
who had her hip surgery and is now recovering at
home.
Prayers for Marsha L.’s grandson Nathan, who had a
seizure and was diagnosed with a brain lesion.
Prayers for a successful outcome to testing.
Prayers for Norm S. who is out of the hospital and
prayers of guidance and strength to learn to manage
chronic issues.
Prayers of peace and comfort for a parishioner’s son
who is struggling.
Prayers for a better living arrangement for Symon,
who was living in his car beside the church. Prayers
of safety for Symon and his children.













Prayers of healing and strength, and a complete recovery
for Klairaine after her stroke.
Prayers and thanksgiving for Doug’s recovery from his
heart procedure and hospitalization.
Prayers of healing and comfort for Jennifer’s mother.
Prayers of protection for all those in harm’s way and
experiencing the aftermath of the recent hurricanes.
Prayers of safety for those protesting in Iran.
Continued prayers of comfort and strength for the people
of Ukraine.
Prayers of safety and recovery for the indigenous peoples
who lost their homes and fish camps when a recent typhoon
struck 1,000 miles of Alaskan coast, and for all the others
affected by this year’s typhoons and hurricanes.
Prayers of healing and courage for Elissa G. who is battling
Glioblastoma.
Prayers of healing and rapid recovery for Marge M., after
her knee replacement.
Prayers of healing and strength for Fae’s neighbor Joy who
was recently diagnosed with cancer.
Prayers of strength and courage for Laxmi’s sister Lois,
who is struggling.
Prayers of self-acceptance and love for Astor and Isaac.
~In Sympathy~







Prayers of peace and comfort for the family and friends of
Matthew H. who recently passed away.
Prayers of comfort for the family and friends of Patsy W.
who passed away due to complications with ALS.
Prayers of comfort for Rev. Understock and others affected
by the loss of two of his close friends in a double homicide
in McCall, ID.
Prayers of comfort for the family and friends of Tom A.’s
cousin Sylvia Wagner, who passed away recently.

~Praises~




Prayers of thanksgiving Cheryl B.’s second knee surgery
was successful in regaining mobility in her knee.
Prayers of joy in the birth of Carole and Del A.’s second
granddaughter .
Prayers of thanksgiving that Tish’s sister and cousin are
both doing much better.
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The Sun is Shining on First United Methodist!
Our rooftop array of 66 solar panels went live on
Tuesday, October 11. First United Methodist Church
now generates electricity!
Shortly thereafter, we connected with SolarEdge’s
website, which displays out installation’s power
production stats – minute-by-minute, daily, monthly
and yearly. Bar graphs compare one month (and
year) to the next. Infographics describe our
system’s environmental benefits -- how much carbon we’ve kept out of the
atmosphere, for example.
And because we want to share that knowledge with every member of First Church’s
congregation, the Green Team has installed a computer monitor in the Narthex that
displays our SolarEdge page.
We’re excited to see First Church’s solar power light up the monitor. Our system’s
annual production will be about 34,000 kWh – enough to supply at least 80 percent of
our building’s electricity. And the more we can conserve electricity, the higher that
percentage will go!
Alongside the Narthex monitor are two beautiful new plaques – the first thanking the
many donors who financed our solar array so it was paid-in-full from Day 1. The
largest contribution came from NorthWestern Energy, which awarded our church a
$46,323 renewable energy grant. The second plaque displays First Church’s Climate
Covenant, unanimously adopted by our congregation last November. It guides our
lives and work.
On the small table beneath the computer monitor, First Church’s Green Team will
provide brochures describing our solar project and history, and information on how
homeowners and businesses can go about placing a solar array on their rooftops. We
hope you’ll take a look at all this information the next time you’re in our Narthex.
First Church’s Green Team needs you! We are seeking new members to help us
continue working to fulfill our congregation’s Climate Covenant. Please join the
Team today. Just email Carole Addis or Sherry Devlin at
cjeanaddis51@gmail.com or sherrydevlin@gmail.com.
Join First UMC’s Glass Recycling Program Today! Did you know that glass takes
more than 4,000 years to decompose – even longer when it’s buried in a landfill? But
there’s no need for glass to be discarded. It can be reused over and over again.
The glass we recycle through First Church is reused by businesses in Salt Lake City
that make decking, road construction material, insulation, and new bottles and jars.
Our program accepts all colors and types of glass. Just rinse out the bottle or
jar, remove the lid or cork, and deposit it in one of our recycling bins. The
gray and red receptacles line the east fence behind the Missoula Symphony
office, next door to the church. They’re accessible from the alley, 24 hours a
day. The cost is $5 per family per month. As we increase our participation,
we’ll be able to reduce that cost, even while adding recycling bins. To enroll in
the program, call or email Sherry Devlin at 406-546-1016
or sherrydevlin@gmail.com.

First United Methodist Church
300 E. Main Street
P.O. Box 7646
Missoula MT 59807
PH:406.549.6118
E-Mail: FUMCmissoula@gmail.com
Website: www.firstumcmissoula.org
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/1stummissoula
Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors.











November Events
Nov. 3 UMF - General Mtg, Stone of the
Accord for lunch 11:30 a.m.
Nov. 6: Gems - after church meet at Market on
Front for lunch
Nov 10: Ruth Circle- 10:00 a.m. in the Kay
Duffield Memorial Library
Nov 11: Friday Night Out - 6:00 p.m. at Barry
and April Padget’s- 213 Rita Ct.
Nov 16: Vespers - 1:00 p.m. in the Kay Duffield Memorial Library
Nov 20: A Table For All potluck after worship
Nov 22: UMF Book Group - 11:00 a.m. in the Kay Duffield Memorial Library
Nov 27: United Methodist Student Day - Special Offering Sunday
Weekly Events via Zoom and in person
In person worship Sunday - Worship 10:30 a.m. and via Zoom (recordings on
Facebook or the church website) Front doors are open.
Monday - Friday - Noon-1:00 p.m. - Vigil for Peace and Ukraine in the Sanctuary.
Contact Jana S, at jstaton@montana.com if interested in being a vigil monitor.
Tuesday - Pastor John’s class 10:00 a.m. via Zoom. All are welcome! Please contact
the office for the Zoom link!
Wednesday - Lectionary Bible Class 10:00 a.m. in the Helen Herbert Parlor. Contact
Barry Padget at barryumc@yahoo.com for more information. All are welcome to attend!

